MONTANA 
STATE 


This  "cover"  page  added  by  the  Internet  Archive  for  formatting  purposes 


^^^"^  ^^pnvironmentol  Ouolity  Council 

^>IEWS 


3  0864   1004  2960  7 


STATE  OF 

MONTANA  ■■iaS:^-^      ^^ 


Box  215,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT   59601 
Vol.  1,  No.  12   "^^^J            Senator  Elmer  Flynn,  Chairman 
January  21 .  1974 Fletcher  E.  Newby,  Executive  Director 

-MPC     REQUESTS     TIME     WAIVER     FOR     EIS  Montana  Sta,eLib,a,V    

-UTILITY  SITING  RULES  HEARING  FEBRUARY  6 
-FLATHEAD  WATER  SYMPOSIUM  FEBRUARY  12 
-ENVIRONMENT  LEGISLATION 
-NEW  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENTS 
MPC  REQUESTS  TIME  WAIVER  FOR  EIS 

The  Montana  Power  Company  (MPC)  has  requested  the  Environmental 
Quality  Council  (EQC)  to  waive  the  review  time  required  for  its 
environmental  impact  statement  (EIS)  on  an  aqueduct  and  power  line 
for  the  aqueduct's  pump.  The  two  would  service  MPC's  Col  strip 
generating  plants  1  and  2  and  would  stretch  from  Nichols  to  Col  strip. 

Fletcher  Newby,  EQC  executive  director,  told  MPC  spokesmen 
he  is  not  willing  to  shorten  the  initial  30-day  time  period,  but 
added  that  he  would  discuss  the  matter  with  the  council  at  its 
next  meeting.  Newby  told  the  spokesmen  that  more  precise  documentation 
of  expected  energy  requirements  and  shortages  in  1975  was  needed 
before  a  waiver  could  even  be  considered. 

MPC  maintains  that  a  delay  in  a  decision  on  the  water  supply 
system  would  mean  a  further  delay  of  unit  1  coming  into  service 
in  1975,  when  the  company  foresees  an  electric  shortage  in  Montana 
if  the  generating  unit  is  delayed.  The  company  says  the  projected 
shortage  is  attributable  to  an  expected  load  increase  that  will 
exceed  available  resources  and  the  expiration  of  contracts  for 
utilities  importing  electricity. 

MPC  hopes  to  have  a  decision  on  the  EIS  by  January  31.  But 
the  EIS  is  scheduled  to  be  filed  about  February  1. 


The  company  maintains  a  30-clay  review  for  the  EIS  is  un- 
necessary because  of  the  anticipated  mid-1975  electricity  shortage; 
because  the  legislature  did  not  intend  construction  of  units  1 
and  2  to  be  allowed  and  then  sit  inoperative  because  no  water 
supply  system  is  available;  because  "we  (MPC)  have  and  will  continue 
to  make  good-faith  efforts  to  carry   out  the  purposes  of  the  Siting 
and  Environmental  Laws;"  because  the  Utility  Siting  Act  contemplates 
a  waiver  of  any  or  all  procedures  and  time  requirements  during  its 
initial  application,  and  because  the  EIS  on  1  and  2  discussed  the 
water  supply  system. 

Newby  commented  that  the  EIS  for  units  1  and  2  did  not  adeguately 
fiiscuss  the  water  system. 

UTILITY  SITING  RULES  HEARING  FEBRUARY  6 

A  public  hearing  to  consider  the  adoption  of  rules  regulating 
utility  siting  will  be  February  6  in  Helena. 

The  rules  v/ould  define  terms  governina  the  applicability  of 
the  Utility  Siting  Act  and  prescribe  the  form  and  content  of  the 
application  for  a  certificate  of  environmental  compatibility  and 
public  need,  the  content  and  format  of  long-range  plans,  and  the 
method  of  itemizing  the  estimated  construction  costs. 

Copies  of  the  proposed  rules  are  available  from  Albert  Tsao, 
Administrator,  Energy  Planning  Division,  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  and  Conservation,  Natural  Resources  Building,  32  S.  Ewing, 
Helena,  MT   F%01 . 

Interested  persons  may  present  written  or  oral  data,  views 
or  arguments  at  the  hearing  in  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources 
and  Conservation  Auditorium  at  1:30  p.m. 

FLATHEAD  WATER  SYMPOSIUM  FEBRUARY  12 

A  one-day  symposium  on  v/ater  research  and  monitoring  activities 
in  the  Flathead  Valley  is  planned  for  February  12  at  the  University 
of  Montana  Biological  Station,  Yellow  Bay,  on  the  East  shore  of 
Flathead  Lake. 

The  meeting  is  designed  to  promote  interagency  awareness,  but 
all  interested  persons  are  welcome. 

Jack  Stanford  and  David  Potter,  graduate  students  in  limnology 
at  the  station,  are  organizing  the  event. 

ENVIRONMENT  LEGISLATION  LISTED 

All   environment-related  legislation  introduced  in  the  1974 
legislature  is  listed  below.     Persons  desiring  more  information  about 
the  content  and  status  of  legislation  can  call   the  toll-free  number 
at  the  Montana  Legislative  Information  Office:     1-800-332-3415. 
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728 


-  Economic  Impact.  Statement. 

-  llndorciround  Installation  of  power  lines 
in  now  sorvico  areas. 

-  Protection  of  public  water  supplies  from 
pollution  by  livestock, 

-  Sapphire  Mininq  Moratorium. 

-  Capital  gains  tax  on  speculative 
sale  of  land. 

-  Transfer  of  Lewis  and  Clark  Caverns 
State  Park  to  the  Department  of 
Highways. 

-  County  approval  for  Fish  and  Game 
Commission  land  acquisition. 

-  Requiring  space  of  20  feet  between 
mobile  homes. 

-  Guidelines  for  citizen  participation 
in  operations  of  government  agencies. 

-  Right  to  observe  deliberation  of  all 
public  bodies, 

-  Right  to  examine  documents  of  all 
public  bodies. 

-  Limiting  non-resident  big  game  hunting 
licenses  to  8,000  per  year. 

-  Recyclable  milk  containers 
(Killed  in  committee)  1/17 


732  -  Oil  and  gas  drilling  reclamation 

755  -  Department  of  Agriculture  study 
of  sal ine  seep. 

795  -  Conservation  easements. 

801  -  Use  of  water  for  slurry. 

824  -  Creation  of  Three  Forks  game 
preserve. 

835  -  Priorities  of  water  use. 


836  -  Maintenance  of  minimum  stream 
flow  in  Yellowstone  River. 

844  -  Environmental  fdiK  c\liot). 

846  -  55  MPII  speed  1  imit  . 

865  -  Scenic  river  areas. 

875  -  Subdivision  Moratorium 

877  -  Pollution  abatement  equipment 

882  -  Fees  for  Environmental  Impact 
Statements. 

892  -  Pastoral  and  scenic  rivers. 

911  -  Moratorium  on  rail  service 
abandonment. 

923  -  Repealing  the  confidentiality 

provision  of  the  Hardrock  Mining 
Act. 

924  -  Designation  of  flooctplain. 

949  -  Designates  the  DepartP'ent  of 

Fish  and  Game  as  the  public  rep- 
resentative in  stream  adjudications 
under  the  Montana  Water  Use  Act. 

951  -  Removes  the  mountain  lion,  wolverim 
and  cougar  from  the  predatory 
animal  classification. 

969  -  Establishing  the  Montana  Outdoor 
Recreation  System. 

983  -  Removes  Mofitana  from  D.tylighl 
Saving  Time. 


-  Amends  noise  limitation  standards 
for  snowmobiles. 


989 
992 
994 
995  -  Prohibiting  illumination  of  bill  boa 


-  Additional  taxes  on  cncrgy-consumin 
automobiles. 

-  Study  of  various  tax  incentives  for 
energy  conservation. 


996  -  Adoption  of  state  building  code  to 

promote  conservation  and  efficient  use 
of  enerqy. 

997  -  Fixing  maximum  temperatures  in  public 

buildings. 

1005-  Revising  and  updating  the  coal  mining 
code. 

1006-  Creation  of  a  state  geothermal  energy 
administration  agency. 

1009-  To  include  the  commencement  of  eminent 
domain  proceedings  in  the  Utility 
Siting  Act. 

1010-  Inclusion  of  geothermal  in  Utility 
Siting  Act. 

1014-  Extending  definition  of  strip  mining  in 
the  Strip  Mining  and  Reclamation  Act. 

1016-  Redefine  subdivision  to  include  only  par- 
cels less  than  40  acres  in  size. 

1017-  Redefine  subdivision  to  include  only  par- 
cels of  less  than  40  acres  in  size  and 

to  definf  other  terms. 

1018-  Critical   areas, 

1031-  Imposing  tax  on  illuminated  signs. 

1033-  Extending  coverage  to  include  the 
sale  of  subdivided  land  inside  the 
state  and  to  increase  the  size  of 
lot  covered  from  5  acres  to  less 

than  10. 

1037-  To  delimit  the  purpose  of  the 

Subdivision  and  Platting  Act  and 
to  limit  its  scope  to  platting  and 
describing  parcels  of  surveyed  land. 

1045-  Raising  non-resident  hunter  fees. 

1046-  Appropriation  to  DHES  for  regulation 
of  sanitation  in  subdivisions. 

1047-  Providing  the  Public  Service  Com- 
mission authority  and  duty  to  en- 
courage energy  conservation  through 
revision  of  utility  rate  classifica- 
tion. 


1058-  State  building  code  for  energy 
conservation. 

1076  -  Authorize  citizens  to  complain  to  ^ 
state  agencies  about  environmental™ 
degradation. 

1101  -  Revision  of  list  of  public  uses  for 
which  the  right  of  eminent  domain 
may  be  exercised. 

HOUSE  JOINT  RESOLUTIONS 

HJR  45  -  Ground  water  resource  study. 

HR  46  -  Congressional  study  of  future 
transportation  priorities. 

HJR  53  -  Impact  of  summer  weather 
modification. 

HJR  54  -  Informing  Congress  of  the  poorly 
understood  consequences  of  water 
withdrawal  from  the  Yellowstone 
Basin. 

HJR  56  -  Revocation  of  Daylight  Savina  Time, 

HJR  57  -  Preserve  the  historical  site  o^  ^ 
Marysville.  ^^ 

HJR  58  -  Directing  DNRC  to  abandon  the 
Daily  Ditch  Irrigation  Project. 

HJR  65  -  Requesting  the  Federal  government 
to  postpone  further  automobile 
air  pollution  standards. 

HJR  68  -  Guaranteeing  the  right  to  hunt  on 
BLM  lands. 

HJR  73  -  Calling  for  thorough  economic 
analysis  in  EIS,  directing  the 
EOC  to  elicit  such  analysis  from 
state  agencies. 

SENATE  BILLS 

SB  479  -  Motorcycle' noise  lim-its. 

SP  190  -  Possession  and  use  of  raptors  by 
non-residents. 
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SB  494  -  Establishing  a  division  of  parks  and 
recreation  within  the  Department  of 
Social  and  Rehabilitation  services. 

SB  498  -  Bikeways. 

SB  549  -  Special  conditions  on  water  use  permits, 

SB  f^Ol  -  Lnorny  conservation  Sunday  closing  law. 

SB  ("00  -  Lmornency  interim  zoning. 

SB  612  -  Hunting  license  fee  increase. 

SB  617  -  Amendment  to  Montana  Subdivision 
and  Platting  Act  of  1973. 

SB  620  -  County  weed  control  program. 

SB  625  -  Creation  of  department  of  planning 
and  community  development. 

SB  640  -  Geothermal  leasing. 

SB  650  -  Interim  approval  of  changes  in 
water  appropriation  rights 

SB  658  -  Declaring  a  policy  for  the  al- 
^       location  of  natural  gas. 

SB  681  -  Creating  the  Strip  Mine  Siting 
Act. 

SB  634  -  Revision  of  laws  relating  to 
hard  rock  mining. 

SB  707  -  Saline  Alkali  Correction  Act. 

o  709  -  Permitting  DNRC  to  waive  the 
filing  of  applications  where 
utilities  are  being  relocated. 

SB  722  -  Authorizing  the  Yellowstone 
River  Park  System. 

SENATE  JOINT  RESOLUTIONS 

SJR  42  -  Allenspur  Dam  should  not  be 
constructed. 

SJR  43  -  Range  land  improvements  on 
public  lands. 

#JR  44  -  Improvement  reforestation  on 
forest  lands. 


SJR  55  -  Highway  reseeding. 

SJR  59  -  Study  of  renuneration  paid  to 
owners  of  natural  gas  rights 
for  their  resource. 

SJR  60  -  Blue  ribbon  council  to  advise 
on  faster  development  of 
Montana  resources  while  main- 
taininti  the  ciuality  of  Montana's 
natural  advantages. 

SJR  52  -  Re(|ups(ini|  to  mako  rccoiiiinondations 
for  a  program  of  soil  erosion 
and  sediment  control . 

SJR  61  -  Allow  Montana  to  be  on  Mountain 
Daylight  Time  from  March  1 
through  November  1 . 


NEW  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENTS 

STATE 

Date  Received  Subject  Originating  Agency 

1/15/74  The  Belton  Livestock  Company  located 

in  Flathead  County.  DHES       N 

1/15/74  Project  is  located  in  Missoula  County 

on  1-90  about  23  miles  east  of  Missoula, 
Involves  the  construction  of  a  483-foot, 
long  separation  structure.  Also  included 
will  be  the  approaches  and  access  roads 
necessary  to  connect  up  the  local  road 
system. 

1/16/74  Project  includes  upgrading  the  existing 

guardrail  to  present  standards  and 
other  minor  safety  correction  work.        Hwys       N 

1/16/74  Project  is  located  in  Butte,  MT,  on 

Harrison  Avenue  and  will  provide  widening 
of  Harrison  from  Olympia  Street  to  George 
Street. 

D  -  Draft  statement 

EW  -  Emergrncy  Waiver 

F  -  Final  Statement 

N  -  Negative  Declaration 

DHES  -  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences 
Hwys  -  Department  of  Highways 

NOTE:  Copies  of  impact  statements  may  be 

obtained  by  writing  to  the  originating 
agencies. 
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